
LONGFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council 

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on Wednesday, 17th June 2015 at 5.00 p.m.
PRESIDING:


Councillor Mark Casey, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





John Duffy, Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, 





Gerard Farrell, Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, 





Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan Pat O’Toole,    



P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.  

IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

Votes of Sympathy.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Casey seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to the families of Olivia Burke, Eoghan Culligan, Ashley Donohoe, Lorcan Miller, Niccolai Schuster and Eimear Walsh
who lost their lives so tragically in Berkley and that a letter of sympathy be sent to the Cathaoirleach, South Dublin County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Laura McPhillips on the death of her Father, Sean.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to McKeon family, Cloone, 

Co. Leitrim on the death of Michael McKeon.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor P.J. Reilly, it was unanimously agreed that a vote of sympathy be extended to Neilon family, Toneywarden, Granard on the death of Tom Neilon.

2015 Annual General Meeting.

The outgoing Cathaoirleach, Mark Casey, spoke regarding his year as Cathaoirleach of the Council.  Councillor Casey stated that it had been a privilege to serve as Cathaoirleach and thanked the Elected Members, the Chief Executive, the Directors of Services, the Meetings Administrator and all the staff for their help and assistance over the last year.  He thanked the Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Seamus Butler, for his assistance during the year and also thanked Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach, Longford Municipal District,.Councillor Casey thanked the local media – the Longford Leader and Shannonside Radio - for their coverage of events during the previous twelve months.  

Councillor Casey referred to a number of highlights during the year, including the following  -

· The Center Parcs announcement which has put CountyLongford on the tourist map.  Councillor Casey thanked the Chief Executive, his staff and Coillte for making this happen. 

· The opening of the Cathedral after five years. 

· The opening of the new Fire Station in Lanesborough.
· Civic Reception for the Longford Town Football Team. 

· The continuing twinning program between Longford and France and the new most exciting twining with Huixquilucan, Mexico.
· Awarding Peter Masterson the Mayoral Award for his outstanding work in our community.
· The numerous book launches.  

· The continuous gains which many towns in County Longford have achieved in the Tidy Towns Competition.
· The opening of the Canal walk and the Blueway in Clondra.

· The launch of the Longford 1916 celebrations  

· The start of the Regeneration Programme.

· March on behalf of St Christopher's Services last October. 

Councillor Casey remembered former Councillors who passed away during the year  -  former Taoiseach Albert Reynolds, Noel McGeeney, John Donlon and most recently 
Gerry Brady 

Councillor Casey expressed disappointment regarding the absence of a visit from the I.D.A. and the request for the reception of a delegation  by various Ministers.

Councillor Casey wished Councillor Gerry Warnock every success in the year ahead. 
The Members of the Council congratulated the outgoing Cathaoirleach on his very successful year.     

Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive, on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council congratulated Councillor Casey on his year as Cathaoirleach of the Council. He paid tribute to his hard work during the year and acknowledged him as an outstanding ambassador for the County.  

Mr. Caffrey informed the members that the I.D.A. Midlands Regional Business Development Manager has requested a meeting with the executive of the Council. 

ELECTION OF MAYOR:

It was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Sexton that Councillor Gerry Warnock be elected Cathaoirleach of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor C. Murray that Councillor John Duffy be elected Cathaoirleach of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Gerry Warnock

Councillors  – Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, 






Mark Casey, Padraig Loughrey, 






Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, 







Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Mae Sexton and 






Gerry Warnock.  




Total:
10
For Councillor John Duffy 


Councillors  –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 



Micheál Carrigy,  John Duffy,  Gerard Farrell,  Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan Paul Ross.




Total:  8
Councillor Gerry Warnock was, thereby, elected Cathaoirleach of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting of Longford County Council in 2016.
The Chain of Office was formally conferred on Councillor Warnock by the outgoing Cathaoairleach.

Councillor Warnock thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Cathaoirleach of the Council for the coming twelve months.   He also thanked his opponent Councillor Duffy and wished him well.  
The Cathaoirleach stated that it was a very momentous day for the Warnock family, his Father, Christy, having served as Chairperson of Longford Town Council on nine occasions.   Gerry remembered his Mother, Maureen and paid tribute to his wife, Rachel and children, Katie and Rian. Councillor Warnock stated that he will work passionately for County Longford during his term as Cathaoirleach and listed his priorities for the year, particularly the Regeneration Programme for the County.   Councillor Warnock stated that he is looking forward to working with the Chief Executive, the staff and the Members of the Council in the year ahead to promote County Longford.  He extended best wishes to the outgoing Cathaoirleach, Councillor Mark Casey , stating that he would be a very hard act to follow.  
The Members joined in wishing Councillor Warnock every success during his term of office as Cathaoirleach.

The Chief Executive on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in congratulating Councillor Warnock.  He wished him well in the year ahead as Cathaoirleach and offered his full support and that of all the staff during his term of office.

Councillor Duffy thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor Warnock on being elected Cathaoirleach. 

ELECTION OF LEAS CATHAOIRLEACH
It was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor M. Cahill that Councillor Pat O’Toole be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council.

It was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor G. Farrell that Councillor Paul Ross be elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council.

A vote was taken on the proposals and resulted as follows:-

For Councillor Pat O’Toole  

Councillors  – Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, 






Mark Casey, Padraig Loughrey, 






Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, 







Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Mae Sexton and 






Gerry Warnock.  




Total:
10

For Councillor Paul Ross 


Councillors  –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 



Micheál Carrigy,  John Duffy,  Gerard Farrell,  Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan Paul Ross.




Total:  8

Councillor Pat O’Toole  was, thereby, elected Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council until the date of the Annual Meeting in 2016.

The Chain of Office was formally conferred on Councillor O’Toole by the outgoing 
Leas Cathaoirleach, Councillor Seamus Butler.
Councillor O’Toole thanked his proposer and seconder and the Members for electing him as Leas Cathaoirleach of the Council for the coming twelve months.  He also thanked his opponent Councillor Paul Ross, and wished him well in the coming year.
The Members joined in wishing Councillor O’Toole every success during his term of office as Leas Cathaoirleach.

Councillor Ross thanked his proposer and seconder and congratulated Councillor O’Toole        on being elected Leas Cathaoirleach.

The Chief Executive on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Council joined with the elected Members in their expressions of congratulations to Councillor O’Toole on his election as Leas Cathaoirleach and wished him every success.

TIME AND DATE OF MEETINGS:-

It was unanimously agreed that the monthly meetings of Longford County Council continue to be held on the second Wednesday of each month, commencing at 4.00 p.m.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________


 Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 8th July 2015.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach 
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